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WICKS' WORLD 
I'd better be careful here. I wouldn't 

want to say the wrong thing about 
Randy Wicks, because I've seen what 

the man can do with a pen. 
He is, indeed, the Wicked Wicks of 

the West. 
He's lampooned the best and the 

worst of them, from local politicians all 
the way up to the president of the United 
States. Heck, he even drew a caricature 
of God. 

The man has no fear. 
And, as a journalist, that's perhaps his 

most endearing quality. Through his car­
toons, Wicks speaks his mind - as it 
says on the New York Times masthead, 
"Without fear or favor." 

His cartoons are sometimes good for a 
belly laugh, or a smirk or even a cringe 
and sigh of relief that it's not you who is 
the target of the day. Other days, Wicks 
will make a poignant statement that 
brings a tear to your eye. 

It's an emotional roller coaster, let me 
tell you. And I'm proud to have known 
and worked with Wicks for the past half­
dozen or so years. His take-no-prisoners 
approach to cartooning notwithstanding, 
he's a kind soul who cares deeply for 
those around him. He sticks to his prin­
ciples, liberal as they are relative to 
Santa Clarita, the valley of Republicans. 
He has the intellectual stamina to read 
three newspapers per day, and as a result 
of this remarkable feat, he knows every­
thing. If a reporter comes to me with a 
tough question about history or current 
events, I'll invariably look thoughtfully 
at the ceiling until enough time has 
passed so it appears as if I've given deep 
thought to the question, then I' 11 say, "I 
don't know. Ask Wicks." 

I have to admit, I still feel a bit of 
celebrity shock when I run into Wicks at 
the office. When he first started at The 
Signal, I was in eighth grade at Arroyo 
Seco Junior High School. I'd already 
heard of Wicks through my grandfather, 
who worked in the dormitory at 
California Institute of the Arts, where 
Wicks was studying animation. Wicks 
and Grandpa worked together one sum­
mer, and Randy credits Grandpa with 
teaching him how to clean toilets. 

A valuable and humbling lesson in 
life, don't you think? 

Soon after graduating from CalArts, 
Wicks became The Signal's full-time 
cartoonist after cajoling then-editor/pub­
lisher/ owner Scott Newhall into giving 

him a try. 
The rest is history. Wicks became one 

of the best-known names in Santa 
Clarita. 

Wicks, 41, recently celebrated his 15th 
anniversary as The Signal's resident poi­
son pen. During that time, he's won 17 
state and national awards and aggravated 
more than a few politicians. And get this: 
He's gone 15 years without taking a sin­
gle sick day. 

Cal Ripken Jr., eat your heart out. 
So there you have it. He's out there 

every day. Watching. Waiting. And, most 
importantly, thinking. 

I know you' 11 enjoy this collection of 
Wicks' work. We're serving it up in three 
parts. First, we'll take a look at "Wicks' 
World," a compendium of Wicks' com­
mentary about national, international and 
even celestial issues. He makes some 
perceptive observations about society 
and how it's changing. We live in a 
world where kids tote guns, sports fran­
chises know no loyalty, yuppies pervade 

rock concerts and millions of people 
could use a helping hand. Through it all, 
Wicks consistently reminds us of our 
instinct for survival, and the fact that we 
need to take care of this little blue planet 
we call home. 

Then, in Part 2, Wicks Goes Local -
a collection of Wicks' best pokes, caress­
es and jabs at the Santa Clarita Valley, 
which Wicks, an Iowa native, has adopt­
ed as his second home. And finally, we 
take a look back at some of Wicks' 
Blasts from the Past - sort of an all­
time greatest hits from The Wicked One 
himself. 

It may make you laugh, · or cry, or kick 
your cat in misdirected anger. But one 
thing's for sure: Randy Wicks ' cartoons 
are guaranteed to make you think. 

Just stay on his good side. 

-Tim Whyte 
Managing Editor, The Signal 

Santa Clarita, Calif. 
Sept. 24, 1995 
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NEWT.,S CUTS 

MY G~ANDPARENTAL 
UNIT SAYS THEY USED 
To ,,-n~.ow A SPHE~OID 
AROUND IN SOME \<INDA 
~l:LIGIOUS CE~EMONY 
S6FOR.E T~EY $'CREWED 
1T UP \N THE 1990"s... 1( 
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/ffe~\I~ 
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WA~MSTHe 
ECONOMY! 

THAT ~INDA 
THIN~IN' WI LL 
PUTUSOuTTA 
iUSINESS.,1'11:> ! ! 

I ~ -==5'tr/'!~" I 
I ~ ~ I 
I NEWT ,, ~'. I 

N£WT-RON 
I a..oMo. ' I V ~P I 
l,:;;w«.M.w.r,;,s;,,,;w.«.::s:w.-itW'.<W"..;,:~-m,:E<i==w..-m,w;:.w.w.=_,..'3'm:· · · · . · ~==--~a-ie-f=-&::-z;:;s,,;::,-,;o;,;;::}.,;:r;:;:}.:;:;~i$"fx::=:~&,&1==::.wa.,;:-,:;:-,:;;;.=--,,,,r.=-~:;,w~w/4~=@··.r,;:;:${(.f:«.w-:r.=:r.,:m·;:.z:1~.&i:il:'::::il:~l:'~m~;cr::;,;$J.W.W&:W"&::il::,:;:,m;:z>.zxJ.I 



' .. ~ , .. 
' ·. ·,.· 

• ' •. 



8 
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HIROSHIMA'S LEGACY 
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RAN~ THE . FOLLOWING 
1N O~DER Of= THEIR 

C'2.ED181L1TY 

o.J: OEfENSE TeAM 

w 
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NEW 
STRIKE 
ZONE 

THE NA~CY 
~ERR1GAN 

'IEF.SION 

OLYMPICS 
1 9 9 4 

LILLEHAMMER 

T~E TONYA 
\.\AROING 
VERSION 

OLYMPICS 
1 9 9 4 

UL"' MAMMER 
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THE 

LYING KING 

THE 
VELCRO 

\'~ESIDENT 
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we'll BE BACK WifH 
INTERVIEWS WifH A 

WINNER ANP A LOSE~ 
1N THE B1G ELEcliON 

Ot= 1994 ... 

AS SOON AS WE 
HOSE THEM OFF 
SO WE CAN TELL 

WHICH IS WHICH ! 
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NOT To WO~RY., 
:tT"S JUST A 

LITTLE PUDDLE ! 

HAtlD To GET R.lD OF 

A ltAT A ROACH :CRAQ 

w~ 
©THE: SIGNAL 1 '304 



20 

PRO 
LIFE 

Wicked W\ff6 of the West 

PRO 
CHOICE 

PRO 
CHOICE 
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11 THAN~FUL I 
SHMANl<FUL ... 
1~eY'RE STILL 

ILLEGAL 
ALIENS!! 
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I WAS CALLED 
"HONEST ABE~ 

MOW ABOUT 
You? 
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COULD, 

SAVE 
THE 

FOREST 
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SAVE 
THE 

FOREST 
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THATS THE GROUND 
CREW fO~ 

HAIR FORCE ONE! 
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YESTERDAY 

CLERICAL 
ERROR 

TODAY 

, ASSAULT WEAPONS 
\N l.A. 

MEAN MlSDEMEANO~ 

/ 
W'Qt:; 

©TllESIGNAL\993 





26 Wicked W\CY6 of the West 

• • ' • • • 
• 

• • 
~ 

• . • • 

• • 
• • 

• • 
,, • • ... 

• • • • • • • 

• -
• • • 

• • • • 

• 
. - • - • 

• • • • . • • 
' • , 

• 
• 

• • 
• b 

• 

.. • • 
, ,. ~ 

- • 41 
• • • • • 

• • 

• • • - • 
• • -

,. • 
• 

• 
t • 

.. • • • ~ • -
• 

-. • • • # 

, ~ 
.. • • 

• • 

• 
• • • 

• 
• 

.. • • • • 
... • • • 

• • 
• 

• 
• 

,. .. 

# • • • ,_ 
• • .. ~ " 

• • .. .. • 
• • .. ♦ "' ' 

! 
• 

• 

.. 

' • .. " 
• -

.. .. ~ 

• 

• • 
• ~ 

_fl 
• 

• • • • 
.. 

41 • 
. • .. • • • 

• • 
\. -

• ~ 

• • 

• 
• 

• 
• • • • 

• 

• • • 
. - .. .4 • • .. 

• • 
• • • • -

• • • • • • 
• • • • 

• .. • • 

• • -
• 

., • 

• • • 
• • 

• -• # 

• • • • • 

.. • • • • • • 
• 

• • • • • • 
• • • ~ 

• • - • • 

• • • 
• 

• • • 

• • 
• • 

• • 

,. • • • • -• • • 
• • 

• • • • 

• • ' • 
• 

• 

~ 
~ 

,. 

• 
• 

.. • ~ • 
.. • • ·-

• • • • 
• 

♦ 

• • • • • .. • 
• • 

• 
• • 

• • "' ' 
• • 

• 
• ~ - • • • 

.. • ' " a 
# 

• 
• • • • 

• 
• 

• • 
~ .. 

• ~ • 
. ._ 

• • 
-. 

• • * 
• -

' - ~ • • 
• .. ' 

• .. 
.. • • 

• 

6 • 
, - .. 

• • 
• 

• 
• • • " 

~ ~ 

~ ~ 

• • . • .. . 
-

• • 
• . 

.. 
... ... -~, • 

• 

~ 0 
0 0 

• 

.. • 

. 
• 

\. 

O 0 

0 0 
W'l1<so 

©T~£ SIGNAL \993 

1993 

W\CKs 
© 11<E' S IGNAL \'393 

I 
I 
I 
I 



i 
~~@ 
&Gij:i 
l.OZ 
uJJ>-rti 

r 

~"' ~~~~ ~inij\ . m • . -m 

a=;z: 
~~ --m--Z:,a ·-

~I 1>:m :!70 







30 Wicked W\f¥6 of the West 

vosT- EAttTHQUA\<E 
L.A. COMh\UTE~ KIT 
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Al1HOUGH X HAVE 
RECEIVEO O\felt $14;000 
IN CAMPAIGN CONfRIBU1iONS 
FROM LANOFILl COMPANIES 
AS YOUF. SUPE~VISOR ••• 

A~D\.IOW\T 
M1G~T LOO~ 
TO OTHERS 

'ITMAS NO 
EFFECT ON 

MY POSlliON! 

Wl<JEs 
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LOCAL SCHOOL l)fSTRICT 
SAYS :CT'S A LOCAL 
:C.M. PAC~P Wr¥s 

tl.EPORT ©THE'SIGNAL\995 

SCVSCHOOLS 

HIGHE~ 
EDUCATION 
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1. HEAF. T~AT 
THIS TesT ASKS 
1\-IE STUDENT'S 

W\.IAT lltEY 
THINK! 
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:tNsfEAO OF A51'1NG 
MUtr\PLE CHOICE: 

&i~UE 0~ f'A\..SE 
QUESTIONS ••• 
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'If 'VALCffCJA WEA~" STAF.'ls A LOCAL TieENt> ••• 

PLACE RITA 
NO PAtz.~A 

PO~TA 
SELLA BOTTOMS 

Wlf~@~E 
~ SIGNAL-

1,~95 

SCV RESIDENTS 
FlNALLY GoT TO 

fO~MAllY RESPOND 
TOTH1S PLAN 

MATCHING CLWA/CITY 
LAWSUITS 
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NATIONAL 
·FOREST 

next ti~ht 

WI£¥$ 
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I IF THEY SWAY' i 
LAND WITH 81<1( , 
FO~ A DUMP ••• 

TRASH ON ALL 
FOREST 

next blight 

THE cnYS STRATEGY 
\S flNAUY WORklNG! 

JUST LOOI' Ai THIS 
S\IOW Of SUPPO~L 
fttOM 1\4E PUBLIC!! OUM 

THE 

ForestDump 
L\fE IS LIKE A 

\..ANPFILL,You NEVs(a 
KNOW WHAT You"~E 

GO\NG To GET ... 

©T~E: S IGNAL i'394 

~ PUMP 

~n 



SHOWE12. AND 
LAUNDR.Y FO~ 
"OMELESS 
Ot=FERED BY 

THE 1NTER.FAITH 
COUNCIL 

SHOWE~AND 
LAUNDRY FOlZ­
\-IOMELESS 

OfFERED SY 
THE ClTY 
COUNCIL 
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iOAD 
~ILL 
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MINE! MINE! MtNE! 
M\NE! MINE! MINE! 
MtNE! M\NE! M1NE l 
MINE! M1NE! MlNEf 
M\NE! MINE! MlNE ! 

Vll¥s. 
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WHERE MOST 
\eAM5 GOT 
THE\RJUICE 
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WHERE ONE 
TEAM GOT 

w~ 
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HOME.,H0ME ON 
THe RANGE., 

foi E1GHlY-THREe 
GRA\tP N' C"ANGE. 

SEfORe You GET 
TeNSE. 'BOUT 
THE PU6L1C7S 

1H~EE PAYS Or 
W~lN' PoElic 
ON 11-IE JOY Of 

WEsle~N AEsfMETIC. 

EXPENSE., '-
t>ONT WO~~y 

Otz. SC~EAMA 
we'~e AWLYIN., 

To FEMA! 

WrA<S 
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MY MOM SAYS 
HE'S ONE OF 

,~ose PEOPLE!! 

SEFO~E 
icsT~AINING 

O~t>ER. 

J\FTE~ 
REsT~1NING 

ORDER 
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THE BACK 
Of THE 
SUS 

HIS FoLl<S 
Al2.E 

F-ENTeRs ••• 
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s1NcewEve 
~tPERtENCED 

SO MA~Y 
A fTE~S\.10CK5 

WE
1taE NOW 

EXPEll.Ts AT 
JUOGING 
THEM 
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PULL APA~T 

PULL TOGETHER 
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TONSILS 

APPENDIX 

Wicked W~ of the West 

ITEMS REMOVED 
MOST OFTEN ~OM 
~RESENT \f EA\.TH 
CA~E PATIENTS 

W'lkt, 
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THERES NO 
PLACE fO~ 

THOSE PEOPLE 
\N1'HE 

MIL\TAF-YH! 

~2 · · 
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LOST IN OUR BATTLES 
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THERE
1
S A LITTLE 

FROG \N ALL OUR 
THROATS TODAY ••• 

JIM HENSON 
\936--1990 

Woct<s 
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0 beauf rfu\ for t1oXiou~ fumes, 
for sotnber dumps aP shame; 

r purple mauncls oe pc~S; 
~mad~ .\-he acid ra\n. 
America, Atnerica, 

l)oll-\-9etthat stlrtt on me. 
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IN THEORY 

JUST Tell JErFREY 
t>A\-IMER To sToP 
WMINING AND EAT 
\·HS VEGETABLES! 

WL<A<s 
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'It= PROPOSlliON 187 PASSES ... 
oocToR CAN You 

SEE A LADY WHO 
CAME ROM FRANCE 
A LONG liME AGO BUT 
\.IAS NO GREEN CA~D 
0~ 1'0CUMENT-s; 

' Twe ONL'( SLACI<. 
SUPREME COURT 
Ju slice ttETIREP ••• 

••• SO !VE FOUND 

RACE HAD NoTHING 
TO t>O WITH IT AND 
You CAN QUOTA ME! 

ANoTMER BLACK 
TO REPLACE lllM ! 

QUOTE ME, 
'l MEANT 

QUOTE ME!! 

CLARENCE T1-10MA5' 
POSITION ON 
AfFIRM~TIVE 

ACliON PROGRAMS 

w~ 
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\.USTORIC GATHERING Of flVE LlVlNG U.5. 
P~ESIDENTs TAKES PLACE AT THE 
DEDICATION OF NEW TEMPLE TO 

RONALD REAGAN'S MEMORY 

w~ 
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TIME HEALS 
ALL WOUNDS 

·~ 

THE SCAR 
SERVES AS 

A REMINDER 
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EVERYTHING WAS GOING FINE 
Ai THE FIRST THANKSGIV1NG 
\JNTrL MIL~S STANDISH DID 

1\-le \OMAHAWK CHOP 
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I I~ "THE iREND OF I 
Pol-I TICAL , , I 

~RRECTNESS I 
Go'T A WOLD OF ~ I 

CHRISTMAS... f 

ANoiHER fLAGFANT 
ABUSE O~ 

ANIMAL RIGHTS 

: 
i 
I ,, I 
?ii 

L__~---•~ ~-*=~~-~~~-•~~~--=--u~ 
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L\VE 
An, 

Wicked W\ffE; of the West 

fARM 
AlP 

JVST f ILL OUT THJS 
f ORM THAT SAYS YOU'RE 
NOT SOME KINDA NUT 
AND YOU'RE ALL SET ... 

CONTRA 
All' 

w~ 
©THE 51&NAL- 198~ 

w~ 
©THE SIG~li-L 1987 
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60 Wicked W~ of the West 

WHAT MAKSS 
YOU T\IINK YOU 
CAN GET AWAY 
WITH THIS STUFF?? 



Wicked W~ of the West 

If THE STATE CAttFoRNfcATe 
WAS SPLIT 
\NToTH~EE ... 

ZOOLOGISTS SAY 
1HERE WILL BE AN 
ADJUSTMENT PERIOD 
FOR 1'HE FIRST PAIR 
OF CALlrORNIA CONDORS . ·=. 

RETURNED To THE WILD. 
-NEWS ITEM _. 

Fo~ Tue 
fEOPLE WI-IOSE 
PSOPLE CA\..L 
You~ PSOPLE 

61 
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62 Wicked W\ff6 of the West 

EARTH QUIZ= 
WHICH ONE EMITS GASEOUS 

f\JMES HARMFUL To lllE ENVIRONMENT? 

TREE SHRUB BUSH 

w~ 
©THI;: SIGNAL \~07---

~;:;:~~§':;:$.:~~~~~;:;:m;:;sw.;:;~-:;.~~:?r.·.·.·.·.·.· .. ·.·.::·.·:·.·~-=~*;:;=;~:;:~~~;:;:;.~~~~"§-S™~~~;:t.~:t~;s~»-:~;:&.*~-:;:;:;:;:~~;~:;».,-»--:;:;~~~;.;;:;::-:;:;:;~»~~-«%..";:;~ .. ~~-:-.~":.-=:~:=:❖w.;:r.:».'»..%~~~:.~::;:m :m'l\0>1:l!W:>.:~~~:z:,.t~=~:z::;.11:i,m,~m>.=,~=,\:~,:=@=,mm=!:!t<m,,;i:,::@:zl* 

I ,_,,,.,· -------... I \liis~~~u!1:~o 
i To SHOW YOU 

I
~.= SOME SUPREME cou~, BRIEfs ... w~ 

©T\.lE 51GNAL I '393 



Wicked W\ff6 of the West 

\JSED BYLAPD 
A5 SEEN ON 
VIDEOTAPE 

- A BLACK 
BATON 

EVE~Y 9 SECONDS 
ANOTHER AMERICAN 
IS THE VICTIM OF 

DOMESliC VIOLENCE 

w~ 
©Tt4E; SIGNAL 1995 

USED BY JURY 
WHO SAWTHE 
VIDEOTAPE 

A WHITE 
CANE 

w~ ©THE SIGNAL 1002 
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S£fORE IT WA5 
TRENPYTO BE 

SENS\TIVE To OUR 
ENVIRONMENT 
THERE WAS ONE · 

GROUP OF 
AMERICANS .•• 

••• WHO EELlEVED 
THE EARTH WAS 
A LIVING BEING 
t>ESERVING To 

. S~ TREA1ED WITH 
CARE ANO RESPECT. 

w~ 
©THE SIGNAL 1~90 

WE CALLED 
THEM 

SAVAGES 





'Wicked 

R andy Wicks has been 
the editorial cartoon­
ist for The Sign.al, the 
Santa Clarita Valley's 

daily newspaper, since 1980. 
During that time, he has 

won 1 7 state and national 
awards and has earned a 
reputation as a no-holds­
barred observer of politics, 
world events and human 
nature . 

Wicks, 41 , tells it like it is. 
He and his three sisters 

were raised on their parents' 

of the West' 

family farm near Belmond, 
Iowa. He moved to Santa 
Clarita to attend California 
Institute of the Arts in 1976. 
He graduated from CalArts in 
1980, and soon thereafter 
became the full-time cartoon­
ist for the local paper in his 
adopted hometown. 

Wicks is a self-described 
"information junkie" who 
reads three newspapers per 
day. In his spare time, he 
roots for his beloved Chicago 
Cubs - a pastime that he 

Photo by Kevin Karzin 

describes as "foolish." 
Wicks, who most admires 

his parents, always strives to 
give readers an honest inter­
pretation of events in the 
world and in Santa Clarita. 

"I wouldn't be doing my job 
if I didn't say the emperor 
has no clothes, because a lot 
of times his heinie is hanging 
out," says Wicks. "Whether 
readers agree or disagree 
with me, it's not that impor­
tant. As long as I make them 
think." 
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